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SUBJECT: AUTOMOBILE EXPORTS: JAPANESE PRESS SOUNDS CAUTIONARY NOTE 

REF: TOKYO 3244 

SUMMARY: JAPANESE PRESS IS REPORTING RISING CONCERN ABOUT 
EXCESSIVE AUTO EXPORTS TO THE U.S. WE BELIEVE MITI MAY 
BE BEHIND THIS AS ONE MEANS OF PROMOTING AUTO EXPORT "MODERATION." 
END SUMMARY. 

1 . FEBRUARY 28 JAPANESE PRESS SPECULATES THAT JAPANESE 
AUTO EXPORTS COULD BE THE NEXT ITEM OF A TRADE DISPUTE 
BETWEEN JAPAN AND THE U.S. SANKEI ARTICLE CITES UPCOMING 
TWO- WEEK VISIT OF UAW DELEGATION ON TRIP ARRANGED BY ITS 
JAPANESE COUNTERPART, JIDOSHA SOREN, AS ONE EXAMPLE OF 
INCREASING "EXTERNAL PRESSURE" ON JAPAN TO KEEP ITS AUTO 
EXPORTS TO THE U.S. WITHIN REASON. REPORTER ALSO REFERS 
TO THE CONTINUING SLUMP OF U.S. AUTO SALES, FACT THAT 
SALES OF IMPORTS CROSSED THE "WARNING LINE" OF 20 
PERCENT OF U.S. SALES IN JANUARY WHICH T. ISHIHARA, 

PRESIDENT OF NISSAN PUBLICLY MENTIONED IN JANUARY AS A TOP SAFE 
LIMIT, AND MINISTER USHIBA'S RECENT CALL, IN RESPONSE TO 
A DIETMAN S QUESTION, FOR "CAUTION" IN AUTO EXPORTS 
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TO THE U.S. AND BRITAIN AS OTHER INDICATIONS THAT 
JAPAN'S MOTOR VEHICLE SHIPMENTS TO THE U.S. COULD 
BE THE FOCUS OF THE NEXT BILATERAL TRADE BROUHAHA. 

MARCH 8 REPORT IN YOMIURI SAYS MINISTRY OF FINANCE ALSO HAS URGED 
MITI TO RESTRAIN AUTO EXPORTS WHICH ALLEGEDLY ACCOUNT FOR MUCH OF 
INCREASE IN SURPLUS BALANCE. 
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2. COMMENT: PRIVATE VISIT OF UAW DELEGATION AT THIS 
TIME IS ENTIRELY COINCIDENTAL. MOFA HAS PROMISED AN 
OFFICIAL COPY OF MINISTER USHIBA'S REMARKS WHEN READY 
BUT HE REPORTEDLY STATED THAT AN IMPORT SALES SHARE 
OF OVER 20 PERCENT IN THE U.S. COULD CAUSE "PROTECTIONIST 
MOVES" AND CALLED FOR "CAUTION". 

3. WE BELIEVE MITI MAY HAVE FOSTERED THE PRESS' 

LINE OF THINKING AS A MEANS OF BOTH TESTING AND 
PROMOTING AUTO EXPORT "MODERATION." 

MANSFIELD 
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